
NEVILL ROAD JUNIOR SCHOOL 
CURRICULUM OVERVIEW –

PSHE



• We Aim High by challenging ourselves in all aspects of school life.

• We are Successful learners by using our growth mind set to achieve.

• We Persevere by being resilient and trying our best in everything we do.

• We use our Imagination to produce creative work that we can be proud of.

• We show Respect by including everyone and making sure we all matter.

• We show Enthusiasm by approaching all learning with a positive attitude.

Our Curriculum at Nevill 
Road Juniors



• At Nevill Road Junior School learning is fun and all of our children are supported and challenged to 
enjoy learning and reach their potential. Learning in the outside environments, practical and real-life 
situations and special activities all help to make learning accessible and help to motivate our pupils to 
achieve well and become lifelong learners. We have a very positive approach to learning at our school 
and children are encouraged and rewarded when they do their best, work hard and make good 
progress.

• The wellbeing of our children and their Mental Health are a priority as we believe that children learn 
best when they feel happy, safe and cared about. Our Restorative Approach to learning underpins our 
curriculum, which also celebrates equality and diversity. 
Our curriculum is based on the statutory National Curriculum; it is skills based in design and intended 
to provide learning and teaching motivation for both children and teachers.
We aim to be as creative as possible with our approach to the curriculum, teaching and learning. All 
curriculum areas have been planned to deliver a well sequenced and progressive series of lessons to 
ensure children gain 'sticky knowledge', which they can articulate with confidence.
Every year group includes high quality book and text studies within their termly topic plans, making 
sure children are given a text-immersive experience.
All of our topics are supported through high quality resources, trips, visitors and experiences that 
provide ample opportunity for real depth of study.

Our Curriculum Intent



Pedagogy of Learning

Explanation, Modelling and Scaffolding

In lessons you will see:

• Clear and precise explanations given by teachers, with complex ideas broken down.
• Time given to practise and consolidate children’s knowledge and understanding in new 
ways that stretches their thinking and allows them to consolidate key skills.
• Metacognition strategies used to help scaffold learning and develop independence.
• Use of sentence stems to help structure children’s talk and thinking.
• Children know what is expected of them and how this can be achieved. This is done in 
a variety of ways including the use of a clear success criteria and examples eg a 
WAGOLL (What a good one looks like)
• Children evaluating their own work and improving their learning.



Pedagogy of Learning

Questioning, Recall and Retrieval of Knowledge to make learning ‘sticky’
In lessons you will see:
• A mastery approach to learning.
• Every lesson starts with a ‘Can you still..?’ to recall previous knowledge
• Questions asked to children that encourage them to know more and think more.
• Teachers use carefully planned questions to probe children’s responses, to reshape 
tasks and deepen understanding.
• Children are given ‘thinking time’ to allow for sufficient time for pupils to review what 
they are learning and to develop further.
• Children are given regular opportunities within lessons to recall previous 
knowledge. Questions are asked to reveal their understanding and recall how well they 
have remembered the content.
• Lollipop sticks used to select children to answer questions to encourage participation 
from all.
• Tasks from the ‘Nevill Road Bare Necessities to Sticky learning’ used to retrieve 
knowledge



In order for our children to learn more and remember more, we promote ‘sticky’ learning through….

Pedagogy of Learning



Pedagogy of Learning

Check understanding throughout the lesson and provide feedback.

In lessons you will see:

• We use a variety of mechanisms to assess children’s understanding throughout lessons and 
ensure that misconceptions are picked up quickly. 

• Verbal feedback given to children throughout the lesson in order to build on pupils’ strengths. 

• Our marking system ensures that feedback is purposeful and children’s responses enable them 
to practise, consolidate or stretch their learning.

• Metacognition strategies are used to motivate children to improve their learning.

• Children respond to feedback and this is captured through the use of purple pen in their books.

• In the moment marking gives immediate feedback.

• Use of mini plenaries to address any misconceptions.



Our PSHE Intent:

• to help children develop healthy lifestyles, manage risk and understand change.  

• to help pupil to explore, clarify and if necessary challenge, their own and other people’s values and 
attitudes.

• to ensure pupils develop respect and consideration for the cultures and beliefs of others.

• to encourage pupils to be responsible, be respectful, be ready for the challenges ahead of them and to 
be safe (online and offline) both now and in the future.

• To help children form positive relationships, resolve conflict and to co-operate with others.

• To help  pupils to understand the wider world, their responsibilities as moral citizens and their 
responsibilities towards the environment.

• to provide a safe, secure and stimulating environment in which pupils are happy and enjoy learning.

• To teach children appropriate vocabulary so they can articulate and ask questions about personal, 
social, economic and health issues.

Curriculum Leader – Mike Kinnear 
(2019 – Present)



To find out more about our

PSHE policy click the link below:

http://www.nevillroad-jun.stockport.sch.uk/serve_file/5682001

Policy / 
Intent
Statement

http://www.nevillroad-jun.stockport.sch.uk/serve_file/5682001


At Nevill Road Junior School, PSHE is delivered through both PSHE lessons and Circles.  
PSHE and Circles are both taught weekly.   

The PSHE curriculum is themed around three core areas.  These remain the same from 
Year 3 to Year 6.

PSHE lessons are taught weekly by the class teacher and last for approximately forty 

minutes. Recording is not always required but evidence is captured in PSHE books.  

Lessons may also be used to discuss and reflect upon national initiatives such as Anti-
Bullying Week, British Values or Safer Internet Day.  

Sequence of Learning 
(PSHE)

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term

Relationships Living in the Wider World Health and Wellbeing

Which includes….

feelings and emotions, relationships 

and difference

Which includes

rights and responsibilities, the 

environment and money)

Which includes

healthy lifestyles, keeping Safe and 

Growing and Changing.  Part of this 

is classed Sex Education)



Year 4

Scheme

of work

To access 

schemes of 

work for other 

year groups, 

click this link.

http://www.ne

villroad-

jun.stockport.

sch.uk/page/p

she/63937

http://www.nevillroad-jun.stockport.sch.uk/page/pshe/63937


At Nevill Road Junior School, PSHE is delivered through both PSHE lessons and Circles.  
PSHE and Circles are both taught weekly.   

Circles are taught weekly by the class teacher and last for approximately thirty minutes.  

Planning is guided by the modicum term plan on the next slide.  Teachers will also plan 

additional Circles lessons in response to class worries or concerns, and national initiatives 
such as Anti-Bullying Week or the King’s coronation.

Circles session follow this core structure:

1)  Check in… to welcome children to the group

2)  Mixer – to establish new groups or pairings  

3)  Main session

4)  Energiser
5)  Check out… reflection on the discussion

Sequence of Learning 
(Circles)



Sequence of Learning (Circles)



What about Sex Education?

‘The Department for Education continues to recommend  that all primary schools should have a sex 
education programme tailored to the age and the physical and emotional maturity of the pupils…’
DfE September 2021

At Nevill Road Junior School, we do teach a sex education curriculum to our pupils.

• Lessons are based on an approved scheme called Teaching SRE with Confidence by Christopher 
Winter.  

• Parents and carers are be informed by letter about the upcoming lessons and the vocabulary to be 
used in those lessons.  They are scheduled to take place in the Summer term within the Growing and 
Changing topic.

• The school respects parents and carer’s right to withdraw their child from lessons classed as Sex 
Education.

• Further details of this are outlined in the school’s RSE policy, which was ratified by governors in February 
2021.

http://www.nevillroad-jun.stockport.sch.uk/serve_file/3738590

http://www.nevillroad-jun.stockport.sch.uk/serve_file/3738590


To find out more about our

PSHE policy click the link below:

http://www.nevillroad-jun.stockport.sch.uk/serve_file/5682001

Policy / 
Intent
Statement

http://www.nevillroad-jun.stockport.sch.uk/serve_file/5682001


Pupil Voice



PSHE lessons at Nevill Road.

In lessons you will see:

• Lessons have a clear learning outcome

• Lessons begin with a recap of previous learning and with ‘Can you still…. Questions.

• Key vocabulary is explained and modelled throughout.

• A clear concept is explored through class, group, and paired discussion.  

• Activities are carefully adapted to meet children’s needs.

• Recording is not always necessary but, when appropriate, evidence is captured in PSHE 
books.



PSHE lessons at Nevill Road.



PSHE lessons at Nevill Road.



Vocabulary is vital to leaning in PSHE and children will

be taught new key words each term.  Key words for

each year group are highlighted on the curriculum

overviews, topic cover sheets and children’s pre and

post learning tasks. 

Chosen vocabulary will be highlighted at the start of

lessons, using tasks such as “Can you still?”  

Children will be encouraged to use vocabulary during

lessons and to recall key words when reflecting on their

learning.  

Vocabulary



• In all our subject areas we have created a provision map 
of need that shows how all children are supported in 
order to enable them to access the full curriculum.

• The needs of all children are considered with a lens on 
provision for our SEND children and teaching is adopted 
necessary. We believe that if we are getting it right for 
our children with additional needs, then we are getting it 
right for everyone.

• Learning is not capped by differentiation, instead lessons 
are adapted to meet children’s needs.

• Staff check in regularly to check understanding.

• Metacognition strategies are used to encourage 
independent learning such as frames and sentence stems 
to ensure pupils do not suffer with cognitive overload.

• Teachers may support children in overcoming barriers to 
learning e.g. by scribing for a child.  They may also include 
children in pre-teaching groups where appropriate.

• The growing diversity of our school community means 
that teachers are adapting lessons to support children 
who have English as a second language. In reading, EAL 
pupils will use word mats, picture cues, Google translate, 
reading texts are chunked into smaller parts to not 
overwhelm pupils. Advice is sought from EDS. 

Inclusion



http://www.nevillroad-jun.stockport.sch.uk/page/our-school-values/42774

All of the British Values are taught explicitly through the Circles curriculum.  They are covered once in 
Year 3 or 4, and in more depth in Year 5 and 6.

British Values are also discussed in Key stage assemblies.  

British Values

http://www.nevillroad-jun.stockport.sch.uk/page/our-school-values/42774


Equality and the Protected 
Characteristics

Circles and PSHE are one of the main vehicles used for 
achieving the school’s equality objectives and embedding 
children’s knowledge of the protected characteristics.  

Both the PSHE and Circles curriculum make explicit reference 
to discrimination, diversity and equality.  



Nevill Road Junior School is a  restorative school.  We believe firmly that 

our restorative approaches and practices provide the foundation to build, 

maintain and repair relationships positively with the whole school 

community  As a result, every member of our staff team has regular 

training in the values of Restorative Approaches and how to use 

restorative meetings to support children. 

Children learn about restorative approaches through their day-to-day 

interactions with each other and also through Circles. PSHE lessons and 

assemblies.

Our Year 6 Restorative Ambassadors work closely with the midday staff to 

ensure that play times are happy and incident free. 

Nevill Road Junior School is also a Showcase School for the Bramhall 

Cluster with whom we work closely to share good practice.

To find out more about Restorative Approaches please go 

to www.restorativestockport.co.uk

Restorative Approaches

http://www.restorativestockport.co.uk/


• Subject leaders are periodically 
allocated time to have a ‘Deep dive 
review’ This can involve reviewing 
planning, lesson looks, book scrutiny 
and pupil voice.

• Staff meeting time is also given over 
to PSHE initiatives such as My Happy 
Mind.

Monitoring and Evaluation



Assessment and Data

At the start of each term, pupils will complete a pink pre-learning task which asks them questions about their upcoming topic.  

At the end of term, pupils will complete a post-learning task to help their teachers assess learning over time.



Assessment and Data

Teachers also complete a termly assessment grid to show children’s knowledge and understanding in PSHE.



What I found out What I did Impact

Curriculum was outdated and not fit 
for purpose

Rewrote the school PSHE curriculum, setting out clear 
progressive objectives for each year group centred around 
3 core topics (Relationships, Living in the Wider World and 
Health and Wellbeing)

Introduced clear, simple assessment system.

PSHE is now a ‘gold’ standard subject within 
school.  Assessments are being completed

Existing curriculum did not take into 
account statutory relationships and 
health education

Embedded required relationships and health education 
curriculum into our PSHE and Circles curriculum

As above.

In June 2022, a pupil voice survey showed that 
children enjoy and learn new things in Circles 
lessons at Nevill Road Junior School.

Circles lessons were being delivered on 
an ad-basis

Designed and updated a Circle Medium term plan for all 
staff.  This included key values such as ASPIRE, Equality 
and Diversity and British Values

Teachers now know what to plan and cover in 
Circles lessons across school

Lack of clarity regarding relationships 
a education and sex education.

Wrote and ratified the school RSE policy which sets out 
how sex education will be taught in school  and parent’s 
right to withdraw

Launched the Christopher Winter Teaching SRE in Primary 
Schools Scheme

Staff are now more confident delivering Sex 
Education lessons.

Staff are now more confident delivering 
relationships education lessons.

Children needed a greater 
understanding of mental health and 
wellbeing

Implemented My Happy Mind across school in January 2023 At the end of module 1 
100% of teachers said that Meet Your Brain has 
helped their class understand their brains
89% of teachers say that most of their class 
have benefitted from Happy Breathing

Impact as a leader.



Strengths of PSHE and Circles at Nevill 

Road.

• We have a detailed, progressive and adaptable curriculum that meets the needs of our 
children.

• There are clear assessment guidelines and objectives for each unit. 
• We use restorative approaches to manage relationships and manage conflict consistently 

across school.
• Our Circles curriculum embeds our school values and gives children time to explore 

British Values, Growth Mindset and Equality and Diversity.  
• Our children enjoy PSHE and Circles and feel the lessons are relevant to them.   
• Our restorative ambassador team from Year 6 work tirelessly to look after and support 

other children across school.  



• To continue to monitor PSHE planning, lessons and books 

• To ensure that all staff plan PSHE lessons that follow the agreed lesson structure, including a ‘Can You Still?; activity 

and key vocabulary. 

• To keep up to date with new initiatives through regular CPD

• Join the PSHE Association

• To ensure that our curriculum celebrates difference, particularly surrounding LGBTQ+ by…. 

• joining the Stockport LGBTQ+ coaching network (April 2023 onwards)

exploring units of learning prepared by the Proud Trust.

exploring the Rainbow Flag award

Next Steps


