
NEVILL ROAD JUNIOR SCHOOL 
CURRICULUM OVERVIEW -

READING



OUR CURRICULUM AT NEVILL
ROAD JUNIORS

• We Aim High by challenging ourselves in all aspects of school life.

• We are Successful learners by using our growth mind set to achieve.

• We Persevere by being resilient and trying our best in everything we do.

• We use our Imagination to produce creative work that we can be proud of.

• We show Respect by including everyone and making sure we all matter.

• We show Enthusiasm by approaching all learning with a positive attitude.



OUR CURRICULUM INTENT

• At Nevill Road Junior School learning is fun and all of our children are supported and challenged to 
enjoy learning and reach their potential. Learning in the outside environments, practical and real-life 
situations and special activities all help to make learning accessible and help to motivate our pupils to 
achieve well and become lifelong learners. We have a very positive approach to learning at our school 
and children are encouraged and rewarded when they do their best, work hard and make good 
progress.

• The wellbeing of our children and their Mental Health are a priority as we believe that children learn 
best when they feel happy, safe and cared about. Our Restorative Approach to learning underpins our 
curriculum, which also celebrates equality and diversity. 
Our curriculum is based on the statutory National Curriculum; it is skills based in design and intended 
to provide learning and teaching motivation for both children and teachers.
We aim to be as creative as possible with our approach to the curriculum, teaching and learning. All 
curriculum areas have been planned to deliver a well sequenced and progressive series of lessons to 
ensure children gain 'sticky knowledge', which they can articulate with confidence.
Every year group includes high quality book and text studies within their termly topic plans, making 
sure children are given a text-immersive experience.
All of our topics are supported through high quality resources, trips, visitors and experiences that 
provide ample opportunity for real depth of study.



Pedagogy of Learning

Explanation, Modelling and Scaffolding

In lessons you will see:

• Clear and precise explanations given by teachers, with complex ideas broken down.
•Time given to practise and consolidate children’s knowledge and understanding in new 
ways that stretches their thinking and allows them to consolidate key skills.
• Metacognition strategies used to help scaffold learning and develop independence.
• Use of sentence stems to help structure children’s talk and thinking.
• Children know what is expected of them and how this can be achieved. This is done in a 
variety of ways including the use of a clear success criteria and examples eg a WAGOLL 
(What a good one looks like)
• Children evaluating their own work and improving their learning.



Pedagogy of Learning

Questioning, Recall and Retrieval of Knowledge to make learning ‘sticky’
In lessons you will see:
• A mastery approach to learning.
• Every lesson starts with a ‘Can you still..?’ to recall previous knowledge
• Questions asked to children that encourage them to know more and think more.
• Teachers use carefully planned questions to probe children’s responses, to reshape 
tasks and deepen understanding.
• Children are given ‘thinking time’ to allow for sufficient time for pupils to review what 
they are learning and to develop further.
• Children are given regular opportunities within lessons to recall previous 
knowledge. Questions are asked to reveal their understanding and recall how well they 
have remembered the content.
• Lollipop sticks used to select children to answer questions to encourage participation 
from all.
•Tasks from the ‘Nevill Road Bare Necessities to Sticky learning’ used to retrieve 
knowledge



In order for our children to learn more and remember more, we promote ‘sticky’ learning through….

Pedagogy of Learning



Pedagogy of Learning

Check understanding throughout the lesson and provide feedback.

In lessons you will see:

• We use a variety of mechanisms to assess children’s understanding throughout lessons and 
ensure that misconceptions are picked up quickly. 

• Verbal feedback given to children throughout the lesson in order to build on pupils’ strengths. 

• Our marking system ensures that feedback is purposeful and children’s responses enable them to 
practise, consolidate or stretch their learning.

• Metacognition strategies are used to motivate children to improve their learning.

• Children respond to feedback and this is captured through the use of purple pen in their books.

• In the moment marking gives immediate feedback.

• Use of mini plenaries to address any misconceptions.



CURRICULUM LEADER – CLAIRE PARKER              
(LEADER FROM 2021 – CURRENT)

INTENT

• At Nevill Road Junior, we value the impact that Reading has on children’s lives. Reading is a fundamental life skill and builds the 
foundations for lifelong learning. We believe Reading opens up new worlds for children and gives them the opportunity to explore new 
ideas, visit new places, meet new characters and develop a better understanding of other cultures. 

• At our school, we place Reading at the heart of everything we do. It forms the backbone of our whole curriculum, with texts used in 
every subject to enhance and bolster learning. We believe children and staff should love Reading and see themselves as readers. They 
should be able to talk confidently about books, form their own opinions and make choices in Reading. Children should be able to use 
specific Reading skills to comprehend and analyse a range of texts. We ensure these build in complexity throughout their time at
school, so that children become critical readers. We understand that in order for this to happen, as a first step, children must be taught 
how to decode and read fluently using systematic synthetic phonics so we continue the journey with phonics as our children join the 
school for all children until October half term. We then continue with phonics through interventions for those who need it.  Other 
children continue to develop skills in phonics through our spelling scheme (No Nonsense spelling). As our children are often bilingual 
and have a rich variety of language experiences, we place additional significance on the teaching of vocabulary throughout the 
curriculum, including in Reading. We believe that no child should be left behind in Reading and so place emphasis on rigorous teaching 
and additional support for those that need it. Every child should leave Nevill Road Junior School with the Reading skills they need to 
access their next steps in life.



POLICY

To find out more about our

Reading policy click the link below:

http://www.nevillroad-jun.stockport.sch.uk/page/reading/85773

http://www.nevillroad-jun.stockport.sch.uk/page/reading/85773


SEQUENCE OF LEARNING –
WHOLE SCHOOL PLAN

At Nevill Road we focus our reading sessions on building reading skills and knowledge. 
We refer to these as our ‘Reading Gems’. Guided Reading lessons are taught 4 times a 
week. 



WHOLE SCHOOL OVERVIEW OF 
READING IN THE ACADEMIC YEAR



SEQUENCE OF LEARNING –
CURRICULUM PROGRESSION PLANS

• To see more about how we build upon and when we teach these skills in each 
year group please refer to the progression document on our website. 

http://www.nevillroad-jun.stockport.sch.uk/page/reading/85773

http://www.nevillroad-jun.stockport.sch.uk/page/reading/85773


SEQUENCE OF LEARNING-
UNIT AND LESSON PLANS

• The medium terms plans are carefully planned in a sequence 
of steps. They build on previous half term’s work and new 
skills are introduced over time. 

• Each child has a guided reading exercise book. 

• Lessons are structured the same each week.
• Lesson 1 – pre-read which explores pupils understanding of 

the topic/theme/text/genre/author
• Lesson 2 – Lesson with a focus on a particular ‘gem’
• Lesson 3 – reciprocal read
• Lesson 4 – Comprehension where all skills are applied to 

support ‘sticky learning’.

• Texts are chosen carefully by the team which have links to 
English or cross curricular subjects. Staff have been 
trained and aware of expectations of text length for each 
year group. See progression document.



All year groups follow this lesson 

structure each week. 

Every 3/4 weeks, we use our guided 

reading slots to benchmark our 

pupils to ensure all chn are at their 

correct level for reading bookbands

and chn are supported/challenged 

if they are challenge readers. 



READING LESSONS AT 
NEVILL ROAD

In lessons you will see:

• Teacher talk is kept to a minimum ensuring children work 
hard and focus upon their learning.

• Lessons are carefully planned to engage learning.

• A range of learning opportunities are provided to allow 
children to learn in a variety of ways e.g. active learning, 
practical work with artefacts and group work, handling 
texts and using dictionaries.

• Lessons begin with a recap of previous learning and with 
‘Can you still…. Questions. 

• Vocabulary is explored throughout lessons.



At Nevill Road Junior School we develop pupils’ 
vocabulary by:
• Each lesson will have a focus on about 2 or 3 key 

words, these will be displayed on the flipcharts 
during the teaching part of the lesson and used 
throughout the lesson.

• Pupils will be introduced to tier 2/3 words during 
the pre-read and explore vocabulary.  In books you 
will see examples of pupils doing this using a range 
of vocabulary work such as matching words and 
definitions, rescue a word and using Alex Quigley’s 
Frayer Model.

• Pupils are encouraged to share vocabulary 
throughout the lesson and ask questions.

• Pupils have opportunities to use dictionaries and 
thesaurus to support them with vocabulary and 
meanings.

• Vocabulary is also explored during our reciprocal 
reading session using the ‘clarifyer’ role.

VOCABULARY



READING AROUND THE SCHOOL
• Each class has developed their reading areas in their classrooms.
• Books have been replenished and replaced with more up to date and relevant 

texts.
• Reading gems are clearly displayed in classrooms for reference.
• Author boxes are available for pupils to explore.
• Reading displays around school show how we engage in promoting reading for 

pleasure – 50 books reads, world book days, authors, children’s 
recommendations.

• Each class has a selection of reading books – fiction, non-fiction and poetry.
• Books are being displayed linked to topics covered in class. 
• New library is available and librarians support with displays and sorting 

books. All librarians are trained by the CLS annually.
• The school use the CLS for books and resources to support the curriculum.
• Author visits are held regularly to promote reading across school.
• Nevill Road Junior take part in the Stockport Book Awards annually.
• Transition projects with Infants – reading buddies.
• Weekly Parents reading morning in Y3.



• Pupils are benchmarked if using the coloured 
band system when they begin the school 
year and every 3/4 weeks.  Tracking is 
updated each time.

• Chn who are not making progress are 
identified and support is put in place.

• Reading at home project, Lexia, 1:1 reading, 
reading comprehension activities, morning 
work.

• Pupils who are challenge readers are 
monitored using our KPI sheets when reading 
to an adult in class. 

• Pupils are encourages to use a range of Alex 
Quigley’s reading aloud strategies – paired 
reading, choral reading, teacher modelling 
etc.

• Pupils practise formal assessment using 
NFER assessments each term.  This is used 
o track progress of pupils and identify those 
who may need further support. 

ASSESSMENT



ORACY
• Pupils are encourages to use a range of Alex Quigley’s reading aloud strategies 

– paired reading, choral reading, teacher modelling etc.

• These strategies support pupils metacognition and lessons are inclusive for all. 



INCLUSION

• In all our subject areas we have created a provision map of need 
that shows how all children are supported in order to enable 
them to access the full curriculum.

• The needs of all children are considered with a lens on provision 
for our SEND children and teaching is adopted necessary. We 
believe that if we are getting it right for our children with 
additional needs, then we are getting it right for everyone.

• Learning is not capped by differentiation but stretched by 
enabling all pupils to deepen their learning through a range of 
texts and reading skills. 

• Some tasks are open ended and allow children to present their 
findings in  a variety of creative and individuals ways.

• Staff check in regularly to check understanding.

• Metacognition strategies are used to encourage independent 
learning such as frames and sentence stems to ensure pupils do 
not suffer with cognitive overload.

• Teaching assistants are used effectively to help scaffold 
learning and support children to become more independent 
learners.

• The growing diversity of our school community means that 
teachers are adapting lessons to support children who have 
English as a second language. In reading, EAL pupils will use word 
mats, picture cues, Google translate, reading texts are chunked 
into smaller parts to not overwhelm pupils. Advice is sought from 
EDS. 



GREATER DEPTH 
‘Nothing is more important in education than ensuring that every child can read well’

(DfE, 2015, p7).

At Nevill Road we want all pupils to meet their full potential.

In lessons, we use high quality texts that challenge all pupils.  This is explored in detail in our Reading Progression document. 

Carefully planned questioning helps to extend thinking.

The use of our ‘gems’ deepens critical thinking.

All pupils are tracked regularly when they are listened to by a class teacher at least every 2 weeks.  This allows teachers to 
carefully plan the next sequence of lessons. 

Pupils are feedback to within lessons or through our marking policy to move their learning forward and deepen their 
understanding. 

Formal Assessments take place each term to identify pupils who are working at a greater depth in order for teachers to 
continually develop their knowledge and skills.



To find out more about our Equality Objectives, follow the link below:

Here are examples of how the protected characteristics are promoted through the 
Reading Curriculum:

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

http://www.nevillroad-jun.stockport.sch.uk/page/equality-policy-and-objectives/86968

http://www.nevillroad-jun.stockport.sch.uk/page/equality-policy-and-objectives/86968


To find out more about how we promote British Values through our curriculum, 

follow the link below:

Here are examples of how British Values are promoted through the reading 

Curriculum:

BRITISH VALUES

Tolerance and Mutual Respect     Democracy and Individual Liberty                    Rule of Law  

http://www.nevillroad-jun.stockport.sch.uk/page/our-school-values/42774

http://www.nevillroad-jun.stockport.sch.uk/page/our-school-values/42774


To find out more about how we promote Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural (SMSC) through our 
curriculum, follow the link below:

Here are examples of how SMSC is promoted through the Reading Curriculum:

SMSC
http://www.nevillroad-jun.stockport.sch.uk/page/smsc/63936

http://www.nevillroad-jun.stockport.sch.uk/page/smsc/63936


ENRICHING THE CURRICULUM

At Nevill Road we want to enhance the learning of reading through visitors, visits out of school and 
the rewards and celebrations within our community.

Each year every year group will have the opportunity to meet an author virtually or within school.

Each year group will be invited to participate in the Stockport Book Awards.  This allows pupils to 
explore some of the newer texts around and meet authors. It also develops pupils SMSC skills as they 
vote for their favourite book/author.  This vote helps to decide which author will win the Stockport 
Book Awards. 

World book day is celebrated annually with opportunities to dress up and take part in a range of 
activities. 

Parents are invited in to read with their child in Y3 weekly. 





MONITORING AND EVALUATION

• Subject leaders are allocated time to 
have a ‘Deep dive review’ This can involve 
reviewing planning, lesson looks, book 
scrutiny and pupil voice.

• Recently, in Reading, we have also been 
working with Jo Gray (One Education) to 
refine our Reading curriculum. 

• Reports are produced from visits, 
monitoring sessions about the intent, 
implementation and impact.

• This is then fed back to staff or 
referred to in future staff 
meetings/emails or INSETS.



IMPACT AS A LEADER
What I found out What I did Impact

Book corners no longer available due to 
Covid and no place to read quietly.

Pupil voice completed with boys as a focus. 
Found out they wanted somewhere cosy to read. 
Staff meetings to set up expectations fore reading areas 
and small budgets given.

All reading areas have been de-cluttered.
New and up to date books available.
A range of genres that are age appropriate.
New school library opened for all pupils to 
access.

No phonics training and teachers and 
TA’s not confident

Researched phonics schemes
Spoke to phonics lead in Infant school
Organised and attended phonics training for all colleagues
Planned phonics sessions x 4 weekly for Y3
Phonics monitored each term with assessments
Phonics schemes between Infants and Junior school has 
been compared and document created to understand what 
has been taught previously. 

All pupils who attended intervention made 
progress in phonics. 

Progress scores in 2019  – 3.6 Monitored books, lessons, pupil voice, assessments.
Introduced a consistent approach to teaching reading 
across school.
New progression document in place
Oracy strategies shared with colleagues.
Tracking monitored each half term
Pupils identified for further support. 

Progress scores in 2022  – 1. 78

Needed to support pupils who needed 
to close the gap in reading

Researched interventions which pupils would be supported 
to personally develop reading knowledge and skills. 
Lexia training for all staff.
Pupils identified each half term and updated regularly.

Pupils are making progress through the Lexia
levels.
Pupils are celebrated for their achievements in 
our celebration assembly each week.

100 Book challenge not being accessed 
by as many pupils.

Discussed strategies in phase meetings
Encouraged pupils with stamps and raffle tickets. 
Pupil/staff voice about authors/texts they would like to 
update with.

New 50 books launched in September 2022



DATA

• 2019 ASP data shows that progress (-3.6) in reading is well below national average 
for all children. Attainment (S=60% and N=73%) Higher standards (S22% and N 27%)

• 2020 Data show a significant improvement in progress (-0.25) in reading is just below 
national average for children. Attainment (S=88% and N=80%) Higher standards 
(S38% and N 30%) Due to Covid 19 this data is based upon outcomes from the 
practise 2019 test (January 2020) as well as teacher assessment.

• 2021 Data continues to show an improvement in progress (-1.01) in reading is just 
below national average for children. Attainment (S=84% and N=71%) Higher 
standards (S37% and N28 %) Due to Covid 19 this data is based upon outcomes from 
the practise 2019 test (July 2021) as well as teacher assessment.

• 2022 Data shows that reading was above average in both national and local 
averages for all children. Attainment (S=S(EXP+ 83% and N = 74%) Higher standards 
(S= WGD 41%, N = )



DATA
Summer 2022

Autumn 2023



STRENGTHS OF READING AT NEVILL ROAD

• We have a clear structure for teaching reading.

• All colleagues have been trained with the new structure.

• A Love of Reading culture across school

• Author visits and celebrations

• A new, redeveloped library for all to access with a wide selection of texts

• Texts linked to topics as much as possible

• Reciprocal reading approach encourages to build on pupils reading and social skills

• Colleagues have all been trained in our new phonics scheme

• Re-launch of the new 50 books reading challenge

• Tracking of pupils reading updated regularly and pupils identified

• Reading interventions to support the lowest 20% of readers

• Working with other advisors

• Reading data continues to improve year on year



NEXT STEPS

• To continue to monitor reading across school 

• To adapt interventions as necessary to continue to support the lowest 20%

• To develop relationships with parents – parent workshops

• To embed the new phonics scheme and build resources

• Work on displays to highlight our reading culture throughout school


